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THE UNSOLVED 



: An orerviewf xri thr^ parts of a ^rowing.pitblic ’ 
insiatei^ that tho truths tha wholo truths is ttDt known. 



New demands for better answers 



“Pkjple keep asking me if I’ve fotind 
any new evidence^^ Mark Lane, doyen of 
the assassinologists, said recentiy, ‘1 al- 
ways ask them wh^’s wrong with the old 
evidence,^ v- 

Lane’s quesHonm aie often the stand- 



ing-rootQ-onJy collegie audiences that 1 

come to heat him speak of a decade of i 

dissent finom the offidal theory of the W 1: ^ 

sassination of President John F. Kennedy ■ ' Jt- 

found in the Warren Report. Most of the llil® 

young people who turn out by the thou^ 

sands to hear Lane had not yet reached 

their tenth birthdays on November 22, .'^ 

1963; to them the old evidence is both 1 
new and signiJEcant. In campus parking, i 
lots across the country, a new bumper •• BEgBM . ** 
sticker has begun to appear, ■ -Who killed >, V 

JFK?" •:^w-— 

Dissatisfaction with the official answer - - : 4,- 

to that question has been widespread evCT ' ^ ^ 

since the publication in September 1964 ■ - ^ 

of the Wamen fieport naming Lee Harvey ' ' ' 

Oswald as the lone assassin and finding no ' \ " -i 

evidence of conspiracy. In 1967, Gallup . bility that the intelligence age 
and Harm public opinion polls revealed sonie way involved in; the ass 

that approximately two-thirds of the Undoubtedly; prompted by 

Americ^ people did not bdieve the as- theories, that the CIA was beh 

sassination was the work of only one in- sasaination, : the ''Commissioc 

dividud. A spate of books raising ques- seemed, nonetheless strange to 

tions with the official explanation gave servers, The Commi^ion und 

substance to those doubts, but offered no probe the possibili^ of CL 

^ledfic alternatives to that explanation. ment-^ tadt assertion that t 

Growing concern with the war in South- Report may have been wrong 

east Asia and social upheaval at home " _ 

gradually displaced the assassination jfrom 
the publk arena. But now It has returned. 

One of ^e most curious developments 
in the wave of new interest in the case was 
the decision by the RockefeHer Commis- 
sion investigating all^d illegal domestic 
operations by the CIA to probe the possl- 



f.; George.O'Toi^iettheauiitoroftiieaadsIy 
discussed &ooA, pecfiatb^iieieiised, The AssassmationTspe^ 
umformeriy Chief of the Problems Amdysis Brarieft, CIA. 



lie int^st in the JFK assassination was a 
thirae-day conference held late last Janu- 
ary in Boston by a group known as the 
Anamination Information Bureau. Ihe 
AIB is the creation of five young Boston- 
area activists, some of whom worked in 
the anti-war movement of the Sixties and 
early Seventies, -More than a thousand 
people jammed ^ Boston University audi- 
torium on the first day of the AZB-spon- 
sored conference to bear Mark Lane and 
ffiveral other assassination researchers, 
The next day classrooms and lecture balls 
on the campus were filled to capacity by 
young people eager to leam more about 



the Commission were implicitly defining 
two altemathres: either Oswald alone was 
guilty of the assassmatiou, or el^ the dA 
was involved. The broad spectrum ^df 
other possible explanations was excluded. 
Few observers were surprised when the 
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^^the old evid^ce*' and of the more 
recent work on the JFK case, as weU as on 
the asseesiiiatbns of Robert F* Kennedy 
and Martin Luther King. Before the con- 
ference closed^ it was apparent that the 
assa^inations would become one of the 
major ooncema of colkge-a^ youth in 
1975 and in following years. 

The Boston phenomenon was repeated 
at a half dozen rnajor campuses across the 
country before the end of the spring 
ffimester^ Even at smaller sdiooJs, the visit 
of a prominent assassinologist would bring 
out record numbers of students to bear 
him sp^. In April, Rolling Stones lead- 
ing newspaper of the rock countmad- 
ture—devoted most of one issue to the 
JFK assassination. 

But renewed interest in the questions 
about the Warren JBeporf was not limited 
to college students; the campus movement 
was only a bellwether of a reawakening of 
general public interest in the subject, and 
the established news and information 
media soon followed the trend. Tom 
Snyder^s "Tomorrow” program and Geral- 
do Eivera^s “Goodnight America*^— both 
late-night talk shows—each devoted sev- 
eral programs to the JFK assassination* 
Newsweek^ New Times, mid the U.S, 
New$ and Wbrid J^eporf covered the sub- 
ject in long feature articles, while CBS an- 
nounced plans for a television documen- 
tary special on the assassination of the 
two Kennedys arid Martin Luther King, to 
be aired this fall. 

Why, after almost twelve years, has ihe 
tragedy of President Kennedy*s death 
again become a topic of major current in- 
terest? A cynic might answer that we, as a 
people, have acquh^ a taste for contro- 
versy and scandal feom our long experi- 
ences with the Vietnam War and Water- 
gate* But it could be argued as well that 
those experiences have tau^t us a needed 
skepticism toward official government re- 
assurances* Yet for many the answer is 
much simpler: they have seen for the first 
time a twenty-two-second strip of home 
movie film of the last moments of the 
preddential motorcade In Dallas. 

The film was taken by the late Abra- 
ham Zapruder, a Dallas businessman who 
happened to be an eyewitness to the assas- 
sination. It was purchased from Zapmder 
by Life magazine, which made a print 
available to the Warren Coramissipn and 
published still frames :^m the tilm* But 
the fUm was never released by Life fox 
public viewing as a motion picture* For 
years bootleg prints of the Z^ruder film 
have been finding their way into the 
bands of individual assassination research- 
ers, but until 1975 only a relatively small 
number of Americans had seen iti A 
young filmmaker named Robert Gtoden 
changed that* 

While most pirated prints of the film 
are blurred and of poor quality, Groden 
obtained— through means he has not dis- 
closed-^ sharply better copy. He put it 
together with other footage of the presi- 
dential motorcade to create a comprehen- 



dent^s ride fitom Love Field to Dealey 
Plaza where the shots were fired. 'Through 
optical printing techniques, Groden man- 
aged to zoom in on the figure of tire Presi- 
dent in the back of the limousine during 
the critical six seconds in which the bul* 
lets struck, The result is a scene of stom- 
ach-tuming horror, and the most graphic 
contradiction of the official claim that the 
final shot struck Kennedy fi:om behind: 
the President's body seems to be driven 
backward and to his left by the impact of 
a bullet ap{^entiy fir^ fiom ahead of 
the Hmousine and to its ri^t—the site of 
the famous “grassy knoH.’* 

To most viewers, the film is conclusive 
proof that President Kennedy was cau^t 
in & cfoaa fire and, therefore, that two or 
more assassins must have been involved. 
To defenders of the orthodox interpreta- 
tion and even some critics of the Warren 
Report, the backward motion of the Presi- 
dent's body is a convulsive movement, 
rather than the result of a bullet impact* 
But, at tbe very least, the film has raised a 
reasonable doubt regarding the Warren 
Commission’s lone assassin theory* It has 
been seen by miUioi^ of Americans on 
television talk shows, and prompted many 
of them to study some of "the old evi- 
dence." Hiose who have done so have dis- 
covered that the Zapruder film contains 
more subtle, but less debatable, evidence 
in confiict with the official findings: for 
example, the tuning of the shots (see 
Ridiard J, Whalen’s article on i^e 47), 

Dissent fiom the lone-assassin theory is 
by no means limited to campus teach-ins 
and talk show guests. In April Dr. Robert 
Jolir^, president of the American Acad- 
emy of Forensic Sciences, statal that , 
no less than four, and possibly as many as 
seven assassination shots were fired* Dr* 
Joling added, "Even if there were only 
three shots as the Wair^ Commission 
ruled, there bad to be somebody else V 
shooting besides Lee Harvey Oswald. No 
one person could have fired that inany 
shots in that period of time with that kind 
of accuracy,” In stating Ms dissent, Dr. 
Joling joined his distinguished colleague, 
Dr. CJyril Wecht, one of the countiy's 
leading forensic pathologists, who has ex- 
amined the medical evidence in the case 
and has, for years, been outspoken in his 
disagreement with the lone-assassin ver- 
sion. 

Galls for fuR-scale reinvestigation of the 
JFK assassination are being heard with 
mcreasing fiequency. One of the earliest 
voices came from an unexpected quarter, 
a former member of the Warren Commis- 
sion's staff, W. David Slawson* Slawson, 
now a law professor at the Universi^ of 
Southern California, was interviewed by 
the New York Times in connection with a 
recently disclosed FBI document su^est- 
kig the possibili^ that someone had im- 
personated Lee Harv^ Oswald, a docu- 
ment tiiat Slawson said he had never been 
shown. 

“We were rumor mnner-downera, and 
we certainly should have seen this materi- 
we did a great deal of other stuff 



that we ^owed to be unfounded/' Slaw- 
son s^, "It may be more significant that 
we did not see it, in terms of a possible 
cover-up and the reasons for it, than if we 
had seen it* I don't taiow where the im* 
poster notion would have led us^^rhaps 
nowhere, like a lot of other leads. But the 
point is we didn’t know about it* And 
why not? This was not just another mur- 
der; it was, by definition, a ^litical mur- 
der,” SlawBon noted in calling for a re- 
opening of the case* 

Hlawson was joined in his demand by 
yet another former Warren Commisrion 
staffer, Burt Griffin, now a Clevdand 
judge* In an -interview with Rolling Stone 
Griffin said that be too felt the case 
should be reopened* However, both Slaw- 
son and Griffin later sofiened their stand, 
reaffirming their faith in the Warren Com- 
mission’s findings and empbasizing that 
their call for a new investigation was 



A major JFK RESEAKCHER 
CLAIMS "WILLFUL COV ER*UF" 

Hr* Qyrii H. Wecht is a prominent 
Pennsylvania forensic pathologist 
who has long held that two gunmen 
were Involved in the JFK murder, 
and that Oswald could not have mr 
fUcted all that damage alone. Pub- 
lished titles tell the Wecht viewpoint: 
Pathologists View of JFK Autopsy: 
An Unsolved Case, and JFK Assussl^ 
nation, a Prolonged and Willful 
Cover-up. A severe critic of the War- 
ren Commission Report, he has 
stated that the 1975 Rockefeller 
Commission has committed a “fla- 
grant” imsrepresentation in quoting 
him as being satisfied by the Warren 
Report. Referring to his statements 
to the Rockefeller Commission, Dr. 
Wecht says: “If tiiat transcript shows 
in any way that I have witiidrawn or 
revised my thou^t of the Warren 
Report^ III eat the transcript on the 
steps of the White House*” 



77u5 dmwmg jrmds in the autopsy moo/n indicate 
one tmllethad entered the president's dack^ and a 
second had entered the rear of the skull 




of what happi^ed at Dallas on November 
22, 1963^ and what Dee Harvey Oswald 
carried to his grave before he had hia day 
in court, and perhaps what Osw^d did 
not know ... 

“There are many more disquieting 
questions to be resolved . . . but they 
must be answered— with cdnmess, ob- 
jectivity, disps^on, and fairness/* 

Gonzales's resolution was referred to 
the House Rules Committee. Whether it 
win be passed on to the full Boitse and 
whether the House wSl vote the proposed 
committee into being are questions to be 
answered when Congress meets again this 
£all. And the answers will very much de- 
pend on whether the present groundswell 
of doubt is merely the iesult: of a popular 
taste for scandal, or represents a continu- 
ing, genuine public concern ths^ we have 
not yet heard the full truth of what hap- 
pened! on that November noon lj,i Dall^. 



4 baUetffi^d into a aidcio 
a)rt^^6orte severefy flattened. 



Richard Wkaten*i miicls on JFK, n^rinted here iis part from' 
the ^hmuary 14, 1967 Post, concludes: 'The nation 's honor 
icHl not be entirety secure untd twisqji addresses the many 
unansuwretf of the a^assinatiofh '^ 



Tfw **Warren**buitet Is nearly 
jter^ctmcfmtour, 



drawing based upon the finihngs of the iParren ^ The same b^ei resemblet two 
Ca^nmiiBion, is based on the pteory fhat one skat probably i^t-^redinto tubes afcottor^' 

Hu both Kennedy and ComiaUy. \ ' ^ - v ^ 
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aimed at settling the widespread public 
doubts regarding the assassination. 

A forma] call for a reopening of the 
ca^ was intafoduced in the House of Eep- 
lesental^ves last February by Rep,. Henry 
Gonzalez of Tesas. Gonzalez, who was 
riding in the presidential motorcade in 
Etellas when the shots were fired, has 
often given voice to his doubts regarding 
the Warren Commission's findings. In his 
bill— House Resolution 204Hie proposes a 
committee of seven members of the 
House ^to conduct a hill and complete 
invesUgntioti and study of the circum- 
stances surrounding the deaths of John F. 
Kennedy, Robert F, Kennedy, and Martin 
Luther King, and the attempted assas- 
sihation of George Wallace,” Dti callmg for 
the new probe, Gonzalez told his col- 
leagues, “We must settle once and for all 
in the interest of the welfare of our coun- 
try and the fhture of its people the truth 



TJm douhis emerge— 1967 

By lHchard Whalen 



In January 1$67 the Post published o 
detailed report by veteran joumaUst 
Richard J, Whalen on the growing public 
controversy over the official assassination 
f^ofies of the Warren Commission. In hi$ 
concluding comments, Whakn cnl/ed for 
an official reexamination of the evidence 
in the case, a plea that was seconded by 
the Post on its ediforiai page. But the case 
was never reopened, and controversy over 
the assc^ination of President Kennedy 
faded as public attention focused on the 
mare immediate problems of America in 
the late lB60"s. 

With the current renewal of public con- 
cerrtiOtJejr f/ie unanswered que^iom of the 
^ Dallas, tm^edy, the edifors of The Satur-’ 
^ day Evening Post reviewed Whalen “s J 967 
artic^ and found ' that it remains a 
thorough and bithneed presentation of 
the; major' points of controversy. We are 
phased to reprihf porfiorts of the articjfe 
here, with some additional commentary 
fo bring it up to date. 

Withm ^irty-eix hours of the assassina- 
: tion of Prepdent John F. Kennedy and 
the'murder of Patrolman JJ), Tippit, Dal- 
las District Attorney Henry Wade was sat- 
. isSed that the case against Lee Harvey Os- 
wald w^ indisputable. On the sixth floor 
of the Texas ^hool Book Depository 
where O^aM worked, police had found 
three spent cartridges near the southeast 
window, identin^ as the assassin's perch. 

. Wedged between boxes on the same floor 
was a B.&o^bex Mannlicher-Camano riBe 
. with a four-pQfww ^ope, obviously the as- 
sassin's weapon. An ali-night search by the 
FBI bad traced ’ the rifle bearing sprisl 
numb^ C2766 fiom a distributor in New 
7. York to a sporting-^ods mail-order house 
in Cbicago; where records showed it h ad 
been shipped to one “A, HideU,*' Post Of- 
fice 2915, DdlasL A forged Sdecrive 
Sen& card in Oswald's wallet bore the 
: name ; **Alek. James HidelL” Experts 
matched the bandwting with the $21.45 
'mon^’^^brd^ used to purchase the rifle 
and the replication for Box 2915. The 
rFBI Iflhoratpty, s^dying the three shells, 
a whole- bullet found on a stretcher at 
Parkland Hospit^, and two bullet frag- 
ment found iif the presMentMIimouaine, 

. tied this eiddeajce to Oswald's rifle. When 
'^-arrested^ Oswald had in his po^ession a 
Sm!^ &' WesMii ,38-caliber revolver, the 
’ samp kind of pistol used to murder Tippit, 
this h^ been traced fiom a Los An- 
geles mail-on^er firm to “AJ, HideH" at 
&x - 291 5,- Witnesses to Oswald's firing 
iifom the whidow,' h flight from the 
Book Depository and his encounter with 
‘Tippit were coming forward to identify 
him in lineups at police headquarters. All 
ihat was needed now, in Wade's view, was 
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for the sullen Oswald to break his silence 
and confess* "I have sent men to the elec- 
trie chair with less evidence,” Wade 
crowed before the press and television 
fsmeias. 

If B dozen jurymen could have been 
found who had not heard DaUa$ ofGcial- 
dom izy the case publicly, Oswald mi^t 
very well have gone to the electric chair* 
Had he been prosecuted for murderinf an 
ordm^ citizen, the evidence arrayed 
against him would almost certainly have 
brought a verdict of guilty. But, in the 
instant Jack Euby darted from the shad- 
ows in the basement of police headquar- 
ters and a bullet into OswaM^s stom- 
ach at point-blank range, in full view of 
millions of startled television viewers, all 
certainties were shaken* No matter how 
detailed and circumstantial the official ex* 
pknations, Oswald's enforced silence 
would always leave the story incomplete 
and clouded with an element of doubt* 

Immediately after the assassinatioD, 
President Johnson had ordered a special 
FBI investi^tion, but he soon decided this 
was insufficient in the climate of suspicion 
created by Oswald's murder* Iherefore, on 
November 29, he ^pointed an extraor- 
didaiy Presidential CoDamission, one with- 
out precedent in U.S* history, "to evaluate 
aU the facts and circumstances surround* 
ing** the assassination, "mduding the sub* 
sequent violent death of the man charged 
with the assassination . ” Johnson thus 
asked the commission both to con&ont the 
ugly possibility of conspiracy and at the 
same time to reassure a stunned and griev- 
ing nation, to restore confidence in its lead- 
ers and in^tutions. The commission could 
not fece m both directions at once. Chief 
Justice Earl Warren and his six dis- 
tinguished colleagues meant to be true to 
their mandate to gather and vre^ att the 
facts, but they were naturally disposed to 
begin with the facts incriminaling the dead 
Oswald. Symbolically the commission’s 
first witness was Marina Owald, his Rus- 
sian-speaking widow, who could not have 
testified ag^st him at his trial and who 
was afiaid she would be deported if she did 
not tell the commi^on what it wanted to 
hear* 

In September 1964, three months after 
Its planned publication date and only the 
minimum safe distance fiom the Novem- 
^ elections, the Warren Commission de- 
livered its B83-pi^ Report to its anxious 
client in the White House and to the 
^erican people* At tedious length, the 
Report reaffirmed the familiar account* 
Lee Harvey Oswald had been as lonely in 
hb crime as he had been tiu:oughout his 
pathetic liis. His motive for the most 
meaningful act of his life was as confused 
as his wanderings across seas and t^nti* 
nents and ideological frontiers* All three 
murders in Dallas— the President, Tippit 
and, finally, Oswald’Tvere without ration- 
al motive, said the report. Oswald’s killer, 
Ruby, was a stranger to his victim, but 
not, it turned out, to the Dallas police, 
the commission wished to declare fiatly 
that no conspiracy of any kind existed. 



i 




but Senator Richard B. Russell balked and 
announced be would file a dissenting 
‘footnote” covering two typewritten 
pages. “Warren was determined he was 
going to have a unanimous report,” Eus- 
seU recalls, and so the Report’s language 
was tempered to say that no evidence of a 
conspiracy had been uncovered. Chiefly 
because three shells had been found, the 
commission concluded three shots bad 
been fired j&om the Book Depository, and 
one had apparently missed. One bullet 
caused the Pr^ident’s fatal head wound, 
which left the commissioii only a sii^e 
bullet with which to explain the seven 
notifataj wounds suffered by the President 
and Texas Governor John Connaily. The 
“single-bullet” theory, the chief novelty 
in the Report, was at once its most crucl^ 
and vulnerable finding. 

Any "official” explanation of the assas- 
sination, which caused a profound nation- 
al trauma, was bound to dissatisfy some 
Americans. A President’s murder is an 
event of endless fascination, as witne^ the 
continuing detective work into Lincoln’s 
deadi after more than a century. . 

Today, almost twelve years after the as- 
sassination, many of the original critics of 
the Warren Report accompanied by a new 
generation of younger skeptics, are bring- 
ing their case to public forums across the 
country. Some of the old critical books 
have b^n reissued, and some new works 
are being published. (See “The Doubts 
Emerge— 1967,” on page 47, and "New 
Demands for ^tter Answers,” by George 
O’Toole on page 49.) 

Fart of the explanation for the popular- 
ity of the critics lies in their promise of 
telling you something you don’t know- 
something sinister— and in their willing- 
ness to invest the “crime of the cenhny” 
with the dramatic values of uncertainty 
and suspense that the Warren Report so 
conspicuously lacks* The critical b^ks, in 
most instances, are readable, whereas get- 
ting through the Report is a civic chore* 
As defenders of the commission impa- 
tiently Lnskt, the critics have turned up 
little, if any, "new evidence,” but they 
don’t have to. Two months after publica- 
tion of the hi^y praised Reporf, the 
commistion brou^t out twenty-six print- 
ed volumes containing more than 17,000 
pages of testimony and exhibits (Govern- 
ment Printing Office; $76 the set). Since 
then, it has been possible to examine most 
but not all of the evidence supposedly 
supporting the Report*s conclusions. 

By doing just that, the critics have 
made us uneasily aware of the commis- 
sion’s highly selective attitude toward 
testimony, favoring witnesses (some very 
dubious) who confirmed Oswald’s guHt, 
rejecting those who tended to jeopardize 
the case being built. The same was true of 
the approach to evidence: Too often, it 
drew forced conclusions that did not fol- 
low naturally from the known facts^ What 
a staff lawyer describes as "by far the 
most comprehensive criminal mvestigation 
ever conducted m the world” was actually 
a deep but narrow attempt to strengthen 



the already impressive prima facie case 
against the dead suspect. The Report tdh 
us too much about too little. 1^en the 
Oswalds lived on Bartholomew Street in 
New Qrieans, we know they had a nice 
backyard and kept a dog named "Sun-^ 
riiine.” But the published evidence (and 
the 300 cubic feet of commission docu- 
ments stored m the National Archives) 
does not iiw9ude the results of the FBI’s 
spectrc^phic smalysls of the bullet 
found at Paarkland Hospital— the bullet so 
essential to the finding of Oswald’s soli- 
tary guilt. In the past few years, many, 
but not aB, of the Warren Commission 
documents stored in the National Ar- 
chives have become available to private re- 
searchers. Very little infoamation fiom 
the newly released materials seems to have 
bolstered the conclusions of the Warren 
Commission, but many items have been 
dted by the critics as further evidence 



CTiortes 4e Gaulle of France once opined 
Fidel Castro had possibly engineered the 
Kennedy kiUing. 
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that tha Warren Report was wiocg* 

The ctitics raise a great many trivial 
questions and some troublesome ones. 
The main thrust of the critics’ attack— 
that a murderous eonspiiacy in Dallas Tras 
subsequently covered up by an official 
conspiracy in Washington— is blunted by 
that imposing alp of documents produced 
by the commission. Not only does the 
bulk of that data point to Oswald ^s guilty 
but oonspiiatoi^ wbo had something mon- 
strous to hide would have left behMd less 
evidence of bungling and official confu* 
sion. And yet the failure of the available 
alternatives does not remove the major 
shortcoming of the JJeport. Without sur- 
rendering to fantasy, tiiere is still room 
for reasonable doubt about the commis- 
sion’s essential finding— that Lee Oswald 
alone, murdered the President. 

The doubt arises, to begin with, fiom a 
strip of eight-mlilimeter amateur movie 



film taken fiom a vantage point on the 
glassy knoll by Abraham Zapmder, a Dal- 
las dress manufacturer. The Zapmder film 
was the most important sin^e piece of 
evidence in the investigation. Tests in the 
FBI laboratory determined that Za- 
pruder’k BeS & Howell Zoomatic camera 
had been operating at an avefrage speed of 
18.3 h:ames a second. Frame-by-j&ame 
analysis of the Zapmder film provided a 
reasonably precise estimate of the elapsed 
time between the shot that hit the hack of 
the Presiderit’s neck and the shot that 
shattered faia skull, fteed by the eport at 
43 to 5.6 seconds. Tests with Oswald’s 
rifie disclosed tiiat expert marksmen 
could not fire the bolt-action carbine 
twice in less than 2.3 seconds, a time, be 
it noted, which made no allowance for 
aiming at a movii^ target throi^ a poor- 
ly adjusted scope. (An FBI agent who in- 
terviewed Zaprud^f in December, 1963, 



according to a report in the Archives, orig* 
inally infotmed Wa^iington the camera 
had been running at ‘"^normal speed ... or 
twenty-four frames a second ”-^hich, if 
true, would mean the assassination occur- 
red within less than four seconds.) Oswald 
could have got off three shots in under six 
seconds, but it meant that for a middling 
shot who had little or no practice-Hhe J2e- 
porf’s attempt to depkt him as a superior 
marksman Is unconvkicing^ie had to be 
extraordinarily lucky, a stunning depar- 
ture from the pattern of an inept, luddess 
life. Even hardw to believe, however, is 
what the film requires his first bullet to 
have done,.if he alone was firing. 

Repeated viewing of the Zapruder film 
shows that PtesMent Kennedy is unmis- 
takably reacting to hls first wound at a 
I»mt designated frame 225. One highly 
significant feature of the film, however, is 
Governor Connally’s reaction to his 
wounds, for Connally himself insists he 
was hit by the assassin’s second shot. But 
if the President was hit by the first shot 
and the governor by the second, Oswald 
would not have had enough time to fire 
the lifie twice. 

To make this dear, some detail is re- 
quired. For several fi^es before fiame 
225 a road sign blocks the camera’s view, 
so it cannot be det^mined when the Pres- 
ident first began to react. Exc^t for an 
instant at frame 186, a large oak tree 
blocked the view of Elm Street &om the 
sixth-floor window. Jkxi asaassin there 
would not have had a dear shot at the 
Rjesident untU frame 210. Therefore the 
Presiilent apparently must have been hit 
between fiames 210 and 225. Allowing 
2.3 seconds, or foriy-two frames, for the 
assassin to fire a second shot, Connally 
could not have been hit until frame 252. 

. But Connally steadfastly maintained he 
was hit by a second bullet at frame 234 
(at least nine frames and a half second 
^ter than the President). Because a rifle 
bullet goes faster than sound, and because 
he heard the sound of the ^t shot, the 
governor testified it was ‘‘inconceivable" 
to him that he could have been hit by the 
first shot. "Aifiet I heard that shot, I bad 
time to turn to my right and start to turn 
to my left before I felt anything.’’ Connal- 
ly ’s wife, who had been seated next to 
him in the limousine, corroborated his 
testimony. The FBI and the Secret Ser- 
vice, in &eir reports, also seemed to sup- ■ 
port Connally ’s m:ollection. So did his 
doctors, who said the governor was ho 
longer in position to receive his wounds 
after frame 240. The FBI’s Summary Re- 
port of December 9, 1963, which guided 
■flie Warren Commission’s entire investiga- 
tion, related the motorcade’s progress on 
Elm Street until “three shots rang out. 
Two bullets sfrack President Kennedy, 
and one wounded Governor Connally.*’ 
The FBI never officially changed its mind 
about the governor’s being hit separately. 

Unless Connally was mistaken and his 
reaction to the first shot delayed, which 
Tm possible, the commission confronted 

Cbn^Tivcf on lOQ 



SBimtorBichafd Russ&R was one of several 
Camjnissfon members who remained unper- 
stiaded re the **slngi£ buEet’" theory . 
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time it's over, they ^ sure. ’ - v^ 

. i have to point out to my audiences 
that tlieiie is no pcrocess to get the facts. 

The U*S. ^ Attorney Geneial^s ofSce has 
the basic obligation. It’s clear that we can- 
not rely upon a presidential commission, 
for the Warren Commission met behind 
dosed doots and released the information 
that it wished to release; and the Hocke- 
feller Commission k doing the same thing 
with the same peKonnel, David Belin,. 
who is executive director of the gen^ 
counsel for the RocltefeUer Coiiumssion, 
was counsel for the Wanren Commission 
also. He was the person most tenadouis of 
the position that Oswald was the lone as^ . 
sassin. We need a public, open OongresT 
sional investigation where* we could see . DonaM Freed is coauthor, with Mark 
the evidence ourselves not lely upon Lane, of £xeccffu>e Actmn, novel of the 
leaks or press fitatemente. by the officials JFK assassination. Ihe authors based their 
involved. The only w^ one can make the account on interviews in Dallas, New 
apparatus of government work in this case ' Orleans and the nation^s capital. Freed is 
is to form committees, to meet with mem- 
bers of Coi^ess, to meet with their repre- 
sentatives in the Senate,' And that^s hap- 
pened at more than twen^ schools. They 
set up local dtizens* commissions of in- 
quiiy; th^ are drculating petitions; there 
are articles in newspapers; they are meet- 
ing with members of Congress; they are 
meeting with their senators. Senator 
Bakm^ appeared reoently several times on 
radio progEsms in Tennessee and discussed 
the sub^t, and the week after that saki 
be received eighty letter constitu- 
ents fiom around Tennessee demanding 
that the committee look into this ques- 
tion. WeVe seen the same thing happen to 
Representative Downey in Virginia. He 
was at one of my lectures down there 
some time ago, and he^s out now for a 
congressional investigation I^m urging 
people to become a part of such a process. 

Students are really very moved when I 
tdl them that the assassinatio'n of John 
Kennedy is not a spectator sport, that we 
have to see this as a part of our history. 

We have not had an election in this coun- 
try which has been unimpaired by vio- 
lence since that time. In 1968 Robert 
Kennedy was making a strong bid and he 
was killed. Then Wallace was shot. When . 
you get back to the last time we bad an 
ejection when bullets did not play a part 
and the man was permitted to finish his 
^tire term after he had been elected was 
in 1956. That^s twenty years. We can say 
on our 200th birthday that tlai’s 10 per- 
cent of our life as a oountiy and it’s the 
last percenL Students, I think,' pick that 
up and are really concerned about it. 

There are some who are cynical and think 
it's .hopeless, but I try to deal with ihat. I 
say this is not the place— we "ve learned in 
the last few ye^ that this is not the 
country that we thou^t it was, but it cer- : 
tainly can be and it depends bn our ability 
and our commitment. We ate. at a very 
delicate stage now in tenns of our na- 
tioiral consciousness: you can say ahnost 
anything that is derogatory about the gov- 
ernment and most people will b^eve it 
now. This places a great re^ondbility upK 
on us to be absolutely factual. . 



Bmgr€tpbiem of 
. Leoding Researchei^B 

Cutler, a Massachusetts archi- 
tect, was attracted to the c ape by a drafts- 
man 's instinct that the published trajec- 
tory of the btiHet was peculiarly nonah^- 
ed. In The Flight of CE 399 (1969) he 
exposes the Single Bullet Theory; in Two 
Fl^ktpathe (1971) the traverse line is re- 
veraed to show fiom which window of the 
depository the rifleman first shot the gov- 
emor. In Crossfire (1975X the theory is 
postulated ihat the shooting came from a 
nine-shot fuaiHade of five rifles. 



This spring, I spoke at tbir^-five colleges 
or universities. This is now more than 
eleven years after the death of John Ken- 
nedy, and when one speaks to some who 
were six or seven years old at the time of 
the Kennedy assassination, their knowL 
edge of this event Is primarily through the 
hi^ry books which say, “John F. Ken- 
nedy, the thirty-fifth President of the 
United States, was assassinated by Lee 
Harvey Oswald, on November 22, 1963, 
in Dallas, Tusas." And that's how they 
learned about the Kennedy assassination. 
They read the !k in their history books. 
But evidently they never really believed it 
because they don't believe it now. At al- 
most every college and univeraity where 
I've spoken, the largest group in the his- 
tory of the school has come to hear this 
lectmre. At Purdue Univeraity, for exam- 
ple, I called for a vote, as 1 have at every 
school, asking those present to indicate 
whether th^ think there should be a Con- 
gressional investigation into the facts sur- 
rounding the death of John Kennedy and 
a Congressional investigation into the cov- 
er-up by the CIA and by the FBI and it 
was clear that every hand went up fer 
that. I also asked if anyone was opposed 
and one person said he was opposed; be 
wanted to explain his vote and he said, “I 
dont trust Congress,'^ It seeina we've gone 
from acceptance to cynicism without hav- 
ing passed thifough reality. At Northeast- 
ern Louisiana State University, not a giant 
school, we staated out in a good-sized hall, 
but they sold that out so they moved it to 
the largest hall, sold that out, so they 
moved it to the coliseum in Monroe which 
was just about large enougIr-4t held 4,50Q 
peo^e. People came from four different 
states. In Arkansas, people came from 150 
miles away. It's been this way everywhere. 
I'm not talking about New York and Bos- 
ton and San Francisco, but about what is 
referred to as the *Tieartland”“Iiidiaiia, 
Arkansas and places lake that. 

It does not ^sq^rise me that when I 
spoke in Madison, Wisconsin at the univer- 
tity there, we went to the largest theater 
in town, and when we got there a half 
hour eady, traffic was tied up for five 
blocks. The Attorney General of the state 
was there and after I spoke he issued a 
poR to Congress to conduct an investiga^ 
tion. In feet, he went beyond that and 
said if it was an investigation in which the 
FBI or CtA were involved, he would not 
trust the results. Well, I wasn't reaUy sur- . 
prised about Madbon. That's a college 
town. But many cities where i spoke are 
not college towns and in middle America 
the response there has been even more in- 
credible. People come because they ate in- 
terested but they'te not sure. But by the 



A&rk Lane— attorney, author 
of Rush to Judgment (a 
ai^ue of the Wanea RepertJ, 
controiiers,kI ^Immaker (his 
' picture Executive AcUoii 
ttorred Burt Lancaster and 
, Robert Rym in m Interpre- 
tation of the Dallas shooting). 
Professor of Law at Cstfu^ 
L^'oenc^y, dndDaec^r of 
■' ■ the CiUsens Commission of 
laqiary into the JFK deaths 
the dean of the assassinoiogisis 
ciarently reassessing the 
Kennedy evidence particle by 
minute particle^ His special 
" , iTopact has been on coh^ 
campuses^ Without exception, 
his appearances at thirty-five 
college cafnpuses and univer- 
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spellbound by the implications 
of his research. Photo hiken 
at Unwersiiy of Minnesota. 
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L: Fletcber a letiied USAF col- 

onel, for many years had been associ- 
ated with security arrangements for YIPs, 
was e^paUed by the lack of securily mea^ 



presently involved in gainmg support for a 
peopening of the case, especially in Cali- 
fornia, where already nearly half a million 
signatures have been gathered. Like other 
publicists, he has been gratified by the 
number of interested legislators. 

Robert Groden, a twemty^hine-yearHold 
New York City photo-optics expert, has 
been studying the 2^pruder film of the 
assassination for nine years. The frame-by- 
foame enlargements of this film and others 
provide the most tedmicaJly advanced 
analyses available and provide strong evi- 
dence of crossfire m the JFK assassina- 
tion. Groden testified before the Rocke- 
feller Commission and Church Committee 
inquiries into the role of the CIA tn the 
JFK murder and has shown his filmwork 
to more than 100 congressmen. In ad- 
dition, Groden has appeared on nation- 
wide as well as local radio and television 



to discuss the JFK case. 

Paul L, Hoch, a painstaking researcher, 
who, along with Fetor Dale Scott, another 
faculty member at the University of Cali- 
fomia* Berkeley, has devoted much study 
to the assassination, is currently writing a 
book which not only checks out the evi- 
dence the Warren Commission failed to 
investigate properly, but also shows an 
understoding of the workings of the 
Commission as reflected by their internal 
papers. The work wiH also focus on the 
role of the FBI in the investigation and its 
connections with Oswald. 

Mark Lane, attorney, author, controver- 
Sid Emmaker, Professor of Law at Gath- 
ohc University in Washington, D.C., is cur- 
rently serving as director of the Citizens 
Comin^oii of Inquiry, a group dedicated 
to the release of all classified documents 
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relating to the deatia of John F. Kennedy* 
He is a touring lecturer whose mam theme 
is “Who Killed JFK?’* He published Emh 
to Judpn^nt, a critique of the Warren Re- 
port , in 1966, and directed a documen 
tary film of the same name. He also co 
dkected Executim Action^ an interpreta 
tional account of the shooting in Dallas, 
which starred Burt Lancaster and Robert 
Kyan. 

David S. Lifton was co-author of the 
30,000-word “The Case for Three Assas- 
sins” in the January, 1967 issue of Ram- 
p^t$ magazine. The article deals at length 
with the shots, l^ectories and wounds 
md for the first time gives a detailed pub- 
lic airing of the problems relating to the 
motion of the President *s bead during the 
shooting. With the background of his re- 
searches into the National Archives, be 
has posed as a devil*s advocate for two 
s^esteis in a UCLA law cto which 
discussed the findings and deliberations of 
the Commission, 

Syhia Meagher, author of the much-ac- 
daimed Accessaries After tke Fact: The 
. Warren Commission, the Authorities and 
the Report^ now out of print, as is her 
Subject Index to the Warren Report and 
the Hearings and Exhibits, has written 
numerous articles on the assassination for 
such magazines as Esquire, Commonweai 
and the Texas Observer. ti her long study 
of the Warren Report and the testimony 
she became convinced that Oswald had no 
motive, no means and no opportunity to 
shoot the President, 

Jerry Pobcoff first became interested in 
the JFK assassination m 1966 and has de- 
voted much of his spare time to research 
the event ance, notably the role of the 
media* with special ^phasis on the cover- 
age in the Nets York Times, in articles in 
leading magazines he has dwelt on the dis- 
tortion and omission of facts, on the un- 
critical acceptance of “offic^” versions 
of the assassination in the media. He is 
presently writing an article on David W. 

. Belin, Executive Director of the Rocke- 
feRea: Conunission and' counsel to die 
Warren Commission. 

^ Richard H. Popkia was chairman of the 
Department of Philosophy at the Uni- 
versity of California, San Di^o, and edi- 
tm- of i^c Journat of the Htsfory of Phi- 
hsophy a± the time of the assassination 
and became .interested in the tzagedy be- 
of the, discrepancies in the original 
reports. 'As a re^t he compiled his find- 
ings arid views in The Second Oswaid^ 
published m‘ 1966. Active in the Commit- 
tee to Invest^ate Assassinations, he is 
presently s Professor of Hiilosophy and 
Jewish Studies ^at Wa^ungton Universi^ 
m St. Louis. 
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34u^ for the Kennedy motOEcade in DaHas. 
An early member of the Commitfee to 
Investigate Assassmationa, Fronty has lec- 
tured and written on hk researoh. His 
book. The Secret Team (1973), diactisses 
the role of the QIA and government and 
touches on the JFK kSling. One of hia 
many questions asks why the 112 Amy 
hiteHigeuce Unit was told not to guard 
the motorcade* 

Howard Hoffman graduated brom the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvanift in 1974 and is 
now attendee law school at the Holland 
Law Center in Gainesville, Florida. His 
interest in the assassination began when 
he was fourteen years old* He became 
convinced that the condusions of the 
Warren Commission were inadequate and 
journeyed to the National Archives to 
study the ffles, the youngest researcher 
ever to see them. His hi^ily regarded JVe- 
sumed Guiity, a scholarly hutment of 
the controversy, has just recently been 
published. 

Vincent J* Sakndria, a Philadelphia labor 
lawyer and one of the earliest researchers 
into the assassination, published his brst 
article, ^*lhe Warren Commission— 
Analysis of Shots, Trajectories and 
Wounds^ Lawyer *s Dissenting View,” in 
the November 2, 1964 issue of The Phiia- 
delphla Legal IntelUgmceT, Later articles 
buttressed his theories of a conspiracy. In 
a December 1971 and January 1972 arti’ 
de for Computers and Automation, he 
postulates that the CIA was responsible 
for the planning of the assassinatioa. 

Ralph Schoeoman, who organised the 
‘*Who Killed Kennedy? Committee” in 
London in late 1963, has been actively 
engaged in research and publidty regal- 
ing the assasination* Involved in gathering 
evidence for the day Shaw trial in New 
Orleans, Schoenman is presently working 
on gathering evidence with entertainer 
Dick Gregory to submit to the Rockefel- 
ler Commission for a reopening of the 
case* He is writing a book on evidence for 
conspiracy involving govemmentaL ^en- 
des in the murder of the President. 

Gary R, Schoener began researching the 
JFK assassination in 1964, working in the 
National Archives and interviewing wit- 
nesses* He has made over 300 radio, TV 
and lecture appearances on the subject. 
Besides the artides he published in 1967, 
he co-authored ‘"Hie Watchman Waketh 
But in Vain,” which was serialized 
through most of 196S in the MidlothUin 
Jfirror, a newspaper then edited by 
Jones, himself a key researcher wh< 
delved into such oddities as the number of 
material witnesses to the shootii^ who 
have di^ strangely* 



magazine, including a detailed analysis of 
the biases in media coverage* A co-found- 
er of the Committee to Investigate Assas- 
sinations, he was one of the early re- 
searchers and lecturers on the photo- 
graphic evidence in the assassination and 
has recently been devoting his efforta to 
obtain congressional action in reopening 
the case. 

Josiah Thompscm, a member of the phi- 
losophy department atHaverford College, 
Pennsylvania, published Sur Seconds tn 
Dallas in 1967 (excerpted in The Sef urdby 
Euening Post^ January 14, 1967)* Thomp- 
son sought to bring a positive approach to 
the inconsistencies of the Warren Report. 
If it was wrong, what was the probable 
way the killing actually happened? With 
the renewed interest in reopening the 
case, he ha^ lecentiy testiried before 
Congressmen to aid the passage of the 
Gonzakz and Dowling resolutions. 

Cyril EL Wecht, M.D., doctor, lawyer, au- 
thor, is coroner of Allegheny County, 
Pennsylvania and an active member of a 
group of leading pathologists who are 
seek^g to reopen the John F. Kennedy 
case* He has published detailed forensic 
analyses: “Patiiologist*s View of JFK Au- 
topsy: An Unsolved Case” (1972), *^The 
Medical Evidence in .the.Askssination of 
President John F* Kennedy” (1974), 
*‘JFK Assassination: A Prolong^ and 
WlUM Coverup” (1974). He is presently 
researching the latest availabie evidence. 

Harold Weisherg, a leading r^sreher into 
the unsolved inconsistencies of the assas- 
rination, has spent years researching and 
publishing documents that bad until then 
remained "Top Secret." Witii James 
Lesar, junior counsel for James Earl Ray, 
be has taken the government to court for 
the release of this mformatioD. In bis re- 
cent book, WhiUwa^ /V, he provides an 
annotated tiansciipt of the proceedings of 
the Warren Commission for January 27, 
1964“wiiich it took six years for him to 
wrest from Watiiington* 

David R. Wrone, a tustorian at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, Stevens Point, be- 
came interested in the a*ssassinatioii ten 
years ago because of its similarities to 
other events in American history* He 
wrote The ' AssassinatioTi of John F. Ken- 
nedy^ An Annotated Bibliography, Wrone 
supports the cons^jiiacy theory and is 
working on an article detapng the conse- 
quences of the failure of the Warren Com- 
mission. He is also writing a history of the 



FROM TOE OFFICIAL RECORDS; 

Report of the Presidents Commission 
on the Assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy (U.S. Government Printing Of- 
fice, Washington, D.C., 1964), More com- 
monly known as the Warren Report^ this 
SB3-page book presents the official con- 
du^ns of the Warren Commission, i.e., 
Lee Harvey Oswald was the lone assassin 
of President Kennedy, and no con^iracy 
was involved in the murders of either Ken^ 
nedy or Oswald* The Report was reprint- 
ed by several commerdai publishers in 
both hardcoFver and psyperback editions, 
and millions" of copies of the book have 
been distribute. It is available in ahnost 
all public librarieg- 

Hearings Before the PresidenVs Com- 
mission on the of President 

Kennedy (U*S* Government Prinring Of- 
fice, Washington, D.C*, 1964)* Shortly 
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after it published the Warren Report^ the 
govemment released these twenty*siz vol- 
umes of testimony and evidence collected 
by the Warren Commission- Eight thou^ 
sand sets of the Hearings were printed and 
sold to interested researchers for $76 
each* Now long out of print, the Hearings 
are the basic source material for all stu* 
dents, researchers and critics of the War* 
ren Commission. Occasionally a set of the 
twenty-six volumes becomes available in 
the used-book market. With the recent re- 
newal of public interest in the case, de- 
mand has driven the going price to several 
hundred . daUars* The public libmries of 
some large cities, and the libraries of most 
major colleges and univeraties have a set 
of the Hearings in tsheir reference collec- 
tions. 

The HatiOTtal Archwes and Records Ser- 
uice^ General Services Administration, 
Washington, D.C. Approximately 25,000 
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pages of ihe Warren Commission files 
were excluded from the published twenl^- 
six volumes of the Hearings. These were 
turned over to the National Archives by 
the Warren Commission when the Com- 
mission dissolved itself in 1964, Initial 
comments by Archives officials indicated 
that this unpublished material would be 
held secret for seveniy-five years, i,e*, un- 
til the year 2039. Eut in response to pub- 
lic outcry and the ^ts of individual re- 
searchers under the Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act, much of the unpublished mate- 
rial has become available during the past 
eleven years; and virtually all of the re- 
cently publl^ed studies of the assassina- 
tion have drawn upon it to some extent* 
The declassified, but unpublished, War- 
ren Commission materials are available to 
any serious researcher. Mr. Marion M. 
Johnson of The National Archives is cus- 
todian of the documents, althou^ he 
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does not have the authority to release any 
of the still classified items. Within the 
constraints placed on them by the Depart- 
ment of Justice and the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency— which eontroi the classi- 
fied materiais— Johnson and his associ- 
ates provide the individual researcher who 
writes to or visits the National Archives 
with friendly and cooperative service. 
They have published a twenty^ighb-page 
Inventory of the J^ecords of 
the President *s Commission on the Assas- 
smation of President Eennedy, and a 
135-page Indent of Basic Source Matetiais. 
These publications are available from The 
National Archives* 

BOOKS OF CLASSIC DISSENT: 

Rush to Jud^ent by Mark Lane (Holt, 
Rinehart & Winston, 1966), Lane^s dissent 
from the ofGckl explanations of the assas* 
sination began early. Within a month of 
the Dallas footings, he published an arti- 
de raising serious questions with the Dal- 
las Police Etepartment’s case that Oswald 
was the assassin. Rush to Judgment was 
the first book to focus wide public atten- 
tion on the defects in the Wanen Commis- 
rion's findings. 

Accessories After the Fact by Sylvia 
Meagher (Bobbs-MerriJl, 1967). Although 
it is virtually unknown to the general pub- 
lic, Mea^er^s book is familiar to aQ seri- 
ous i^archeis, and is widely held to be 
ihe single most meticulous, thomugh and 
balanced criticism of the Warren Commis- 
sion. Meagher, an executive with the 
World Health Organization, spent years in 
indexing and analyzing The Warren Jle- 
the twenty-six volumes of the Hear- 
ihgs, and all other available documents. 
For the reader with time for only one 
book. Accessories After the Fact offers a 
comprehensive analysis of the official 
theory. 

Inquest by Edward Jay Epstein. (Vi- 
king, 1966). Epstein wrote his book as a 
ma^r's thesis in government at Comeil 
University. His goal was to study the fune- 
tmnmg of a government oi^ni^ation in 
an extraordinary situation, in which there 
are no rules or precedents to guide it. Ep- 
stein interviewed several members of the 
Warren Gbmmisaion arrd its staff, and was 
granted access to the personal files of one 
former staff member. Inquest presents a 
startling and disquieting view of the inner 
workings of the Warten Commission. 

, Six Seconds in Ballad hy ^o^vaih Thomp- 
son (ifemard Geis, 1967). Controversy re- 
garding the ballistic, photographic and 
medical eyid^ce, and its use in recon- 
structing those final tragic seconds of the 
presidental motorcade, has formed the 
basis of almost every critical study of The 
Warren Report. Six Seconds in Dallas is a 
luc^ and readable presentation of that 
evidence, plus the author’s own analysis 
and interpretation of it. 

The Second Omatd by Richard Popkin 
(Avon, 1966). Popkin presents an interest- 
ing and persuasive case that someone im- 
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two AltematiT^, Either Oswald and 
his Imperfect weapon had somehow 
peifoxmed an '^impossible” feat of 
rapid firing, or else a second rifleman 
had been ^ng aJmost dmiiltaiuious^ 
ly. Not suiprisingjyj the oommisaion 
rejected both pdssibilitiee. Instead , it 
found that Coimally had been mis- 
taken, and that one shot "probably” 
hit both Kennedy andConnally. 

The chief advocate within the 
commission of this sin^a-bullet pos* 
sibility was Assistant Counsel Arlen 
Specter, then a thirty-three-year-old 
former assistant district attorney 
and now district attorney in PhUa- 
delpbia. Impressed with the tight, 
scientifically based framework 
which the Zapruder Him imposed on 
any explanation, and faced with the 
ofhcial autopsy finding that a bulLet 
hid exited from the Fmidenf s low- 
er throat, Specter reasoned that, un- 
less, the bullet mysteriously turned En 
Qight and flew out of the car, it hsd 
to shrike something or somebody 
within the car. In the car, there were 
only two minor nicks, on the inside 
of the wintMiteld up near the rear^ 
view mirror. The FBI concluded 
they were from fragments. In the 
course of Informal discussion with 
Commander (now Captain) James J, 
fiimies, the chief autopsy doctor. 
Specter gained reassurance about the 
theoretical possibility of the single 
buDet striking both victims, and that 
laid the groundwork for suggesting 
this was what, in fact, had occurred. 

During the testimony of Com- 
mander Hu mes, Commissioner Aden 
W, Dulles confessed his confusion as 
to the path and whereabouts of the 
bullet found on the stretcher In Park- 
land Hospital. He was under the im- 
ptessido the bullet had come ftom 
the President’s stretcher. Specter 
politely Interrupted, say bg,'\ . . We 
shaJl produce , . . evidence that the 
stretcher on which this buUet was 
found was the stretcher of Governor 
OonnaUy.” Dulles then ashed wheth- 
er the bullet was still missing. Spec- 
ter replied, - . That is an elusive 
subiect, but Doctor Humes has some 
views dn it, and we might just as well 
go into those now.” 

With an enlarged frame from the 
Zapruder film before him, Humes 
sai^ ”I see that Governor Connaily 
is sitting direct^ in &ont of the late 
President, and suggest ^e possibility 
that this missile, having traversed the 
low neck of the late Prudent, In fact 
traversed the chest of Governor Con- 
naUy.” The missile had struck no 
bone in passing through the Presi- 
dent’s neck, he said, and therefore 
lost very little velodly. 

In an effort to strengthen his 
theory. Specter prevailed on the 
commk^on to engage In a series of 
tests with Oswald’s rifle to show that 
one bullet could penetrate two bod- 
ies. The teste had a doubtful scien- 
tlfic basis and produced equally 



doubtful results. Aixny wound-bal- 
listics experts fired buUete into vari- 
ous anim^ and mineral substances^ 
In one case, an anesthetized goat, 
intended to simulate Governor Con- 
naily's chest-and carefully calcu- 
lated huUet veldoiries. However, no 
bullets were fbed through two sub- 
stances, which, of course, was the 
only ismotely relevant test 

Similaily, the authority dted for 
the iteporf^s statement that a single 
bullet “probably" struck both nwn 
was FBI balMics expert Robert A. 
Frazier, who actually teatlGod- 
would certai nty say It la possible but 
I don't say it probably occurred be- 
cause I don’t have the evidence on 
which to base i statement like that.” 
Again, the single-bullet theory 
w» almost buried under the tesU- 
mony of medic^ experts, who found 
more ftegments In the governor's 
wrist and thigh Ihan were missing 
from the bullet. The all-important 
m i ssll e— Co ntmlssl on Ex h I bi t 
39'9-was almost Intact and uomuti- 
kted, and yet It was claimed to have 
tom flesh, smashed a rib and shat- 
tered a wrist on Ite course through 



two bodies. However plausible the 
slngie-buUet theory, the implausible 
condition of the actual bullet vm 
unsettling. Even Humes, on studying 
reports of X rays of metallic frag- 
ments in the governor's thigh, de- 
clared, ‘T can^ conceive of where 
they came from this missile,” 

In addition, despite Specter's 
confident assertion to Dulles about 
where the bullet wai found, testi- 
mony &om Parkland H«pit^ em- 
ployees failed to develop evidence 
showing that the bullet found there 
had come friim Connally's stretcher. 
But neither did it rule out that possl- 
bUJ^, and so the sing|e-btiUet theory 
dung to life. 

The arguing within the commis- 
sion over the sin^e-bullet theory 
eonrinued until the iteporf was in Us 
final drafts. Senator Russell, Senator 
John Sherman Cooper and Congresis- 
man Hale Boggs remained unpor- 
suaded, and were at most willing to 
call the evidence **ctedlbJe.” Dulles, 
John J. McCloy, and (then Congress- 
man) Gerald R. Ford believed the 
theory offered the most reasonable 
explanarion; Ford, for one, wanted 



to describe the evidence as '’^compel- 
ling." 'The views of the Chief Justice 
are unknown. Specter, Norman Red- 
lich and other members of the com- 
mission staff unsuccessfully opposed 
the attempt to straddle this cruck! 
question. They realized only too 
well, being do$er to the evidence and 
the dilemma it posed, that It was 
indeed essential for the commisrion 
to find that 1 single bullet had struck 
both victims If the single-asBassin 
conclusion was to be convincing. 
Finally McGoy suggested a compro- 
mise“”very persuasJve’'“and this 
fundamental difterence of opinion 
was firmed up in the final language 
oftheReporf; 

Althou0i ttis TiQt necesfory 
to my essent^l f^dingiofthe 
Comm^ion to detmnimjmt 
teh/ch shot hit Gowmor Con- 
naWy, there is iw/y 
evidence from the experts to 
indicate that the same buUet 
which pierced the President’s 
throat also caused Governor 
Cbnndly’s wounds. However^ 
Qottemor Connally’s . tes& 
many and certain other fac- 
tors Aot>e given rise to some 
difference of opinion as to this 
probability . . , . 

The shaky evidence beneath the 
commission's findings goes deeper 
than the hedged and flatly contradic- 
tory expert testimony on the single- 
bullet theory. The very foundation 
of the commission's account is built 
on disputed grotmd-the autopsy 
performed on the President, the ac- 
tual number and location of his 
wounds. 

Although the Report claims ‘*no 
llmltetions have been placed on the 
Commi^on's inquiry,” the commis- 
sioners actually accepted very sig- 
niScant limitations on theh access to 
the fundamental evidence in their 
inquiry. They did not see ^e Xrays 
and photographs taken before the 
autopsy performed on the late Presi- 
dent on the night of the assassina- 
tion. 

It is now known that the late 
Robert F. Kennedy— Attomey Gen- 
eral at the time of the Warren Com- 
mission's investigatmri--firni1y drew 
a line of propriety between the in- 
vestigators and this vital evidence. 
The Kennedy family rightly con- 
trolled the highly sensitive autopsy 
material, hut ^e commission wrong- 
ly dedined to insist on eKamlning It, 
If the commission had made a timely 
and discreet examination. It could 
have established beyond a reason- 
able doubt the precise location of 
the President's first wound. Instead, 
at this scandalously late date, the 
President's body temains the object 
of obscene speculation, and the 
country suffers needless, disruptive 
controvert. As matters stand, no 
single element of the commission’s 
venion of the assassination is more 
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When the cross-country bus halted at a New Mexico restau- 
rant, the pa^engers were pleasantly su^rised to be greeted 
by a shapely . hostess of obvious Indian extraction. One 
noisy young man, however, was too much carried away. 
Tbroui:iout lunch he voiced such witticisms as, “Me great 
white scout, you pretty Indian maiden, someday we make 
whoopee?” 

The young lady bore this ordeal with the stoic cairn of a 
true Indian. In a last effort to break her silence, tiie noisy 
one said, “Come on^ Pocahontas, fkvor me with a phrase or 
two of your quaint native dialect” 

At that, the girl looked straight at him and said, "Ugh!” 

C/wrteaA. infers 
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plays a Ja^ge part in motor racing," 
lie explains. “The exemdatiiig coa- 
dltions of CQiopsiitiTe dnvjag can’t 
be duplicated on a faetofy proviiig 
ground, It’a a question of motiva' 
tkm. Therefore motor radng be- 
comes engineering"? real testing lab- 
oratory* CompetitioD nat- 
urally forces technical ad- 
Tances—which years later 
show up in .your ordinaiy 
road car/’ 

Laymen constantly ask 
him how to iraprofe then- 
day-to-day driving perfor- 
mance* The summary of his 
advice is chamcteristic: 
“anticipation, concentra- 
tioii— and fofeJTjfion,” To 
help get the rnessage abroad 
he has launched a British 
television series on driving 
safety called “Advanced 
Driving With Graham HUl.” 

Because family life Is 
necessarily limited by HlU^s 
racing schedule^ it is the 
more cherished. He and 
Bette, who attends many 
races as she can (and Is fre- 
quently misUken for Eliza- 
beth Taylor), work at fur- 
nishing as normal as possi- 
ble a childhood for their 
three youngsters— she gets 
to fewer and fewer races 
and Gntham^s big extrava- 
gance is coming home 
between close-scheduled 
events, even if it means a 
Sj.CIOO'inile round trip. He 
will fly thousands of miles 
to an injured driver’s bed- 
mde or drop ont of arace it 
he can be of some crucial 
service to a college in 
trouble* He Is a sUciSer for 
what’s proper when it*k 
important* 

But, again, it comes 
around to his enjoyment of 
people. "His magnetism," 
according to his friend Pat 
Fran^ese of the Glen Motor 
bin. New York, "Is that un- 
like most other celebrities, 
when he asks "How are 
you?" he listens for your an- 
swer. He only comes in here 
once or twice a year, but be 
caUs you by name, just cas- 
ually, like you were part of 
his life. There'll never be 
another like him,” 

Today auto racing is sec- 
ond only to horse racing as 
the United States" most 
popular spectator sport 
and, as pre^dent of the 
Grand Prhc Drivers' Asso- 
ciadoD, Hill conducts a 
driver meeting before every 
race, going over rules, eth- 
ics, safety regulations and 
negotiations with the local 
race oigankiers. He now 
owns his own racing team 
and drives for It. In a recent 
accident, he stuffed his car 
strait Into a sand bank, 
coorugdtiiig the snout way 



hack to the windshield. Drivers who 
pulled him out were concerned 
about his vulnerable legs. *T did 
myself no damage/" he saS. Looking 
ruethUy at his car, he added, “But 
I'to shortened the car a bit. '" 

His myriad friends are constantly 



urging him to quit Grand Rix driving 
while he's ahead* 

**Gh, I can"t do that/" he says. 

""What is there left to win?" they 
ask. 

His eyes twinkle* '"Well, Tve never 
won the British, you know," Then 



be turns serkius Cor a brief momenL 
"‘I love radog," be says, "and as 
long as 1 enjoy It I sbaU continue to 
do It. But it occurs to me more that 
I might never stop enjoying it, so I 
shall have to think of another rea- 
son*"" 13 
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suspect than the official account of 
thePre5Edcnt‘s autopsy, 

Jacqueline Kennedy, though vis- 
ibly in shock, was nonetheless deter- 
mined not to leave Dallas without 
her husband*s body. Nor would Pres- 
ident Johnson return to Washington 
without her. Consequently, 
in order to spare the widow 
the ordeal of several hotue' 
delay, and to fulfill the new 
Present's wish, presiden- 
tial aides and Secret Service 
men liteiaUy seized the 
body from local officials at 
Parkland Hospital, who 
were demanding that an 
autop^ be performed in 
accordance with Texas law. 

If the law had been ob- 
served, there might have 
been no controversy, and 
the Bethesda doctors, the 
FBI and the Secret Service 
would have escaped the 
heavy respon^bUlty they 
now bear. Sadly and Ironi- 
cally, the report of th# au* 
topsy performed on the 
murdered Oswald in Dallas 
is a model of darity and 
precision alongside the 
sloppy, ambiguous and in- 
complete record of the au- 
topsy President Kennedy 
received. 

Informed of the neces- 
sity of a postmortem exam- 
Inatron during the grim 
homeward fll^t of Air 
Farce One, Mrs. Kennedy 
chose the National Nav^ 

Medfcal Center, in Bethes- 
da, Maryland, because her 
huslmid had been a Navy 
man . The Attorney General 
met her at Andrews Air 
Force Base, and together 
they entered the learof the 
ambulance carrying the 
Fresi dent’s body. On arrival 
at the Medical Center, they 
left the ambulance at the 
mitin entrance and went to 
wait with aides. Cabinet 
members and Secret Ser- 
vice men in a suite on the 
seventeenth floor. The cas- 
ket containing the Presi- 
dent’s body was carried 
through a rear entrance of 
the Bethesda hospital into 
an examining room. Two 
FBI agents, James W. Slbert 
and Frands X, O^Neill, Jr., 
instructed “to stay with the 
body and to obtain bullets 
reportedly In the Presi- 
dent's body,** noted as the 
body was unwrapped that 
"a tracheotomy had been 
performed,** a significant 
Observation in the light of 
later developments. 

Before the autopsy, t 
medical technician and a 
photographer took X rays 
and photographs of the 
President’s entire body, 
which, as Sibertand O’Neill 
noted, “were turned ovei 



to Mr. Roy Kellerman of the Seoret 
Service.” The eleven X rays were 
developed by the hotspltal, but the 
photographs^-twenty-two fout-by- 
flve color transparencies, eighteen 
fou^by-^iTe black-and-white nega- 
tives and one roll of 120 film con* 



talning five exposures— were deliv- 
ered to the Secret Service undevel- 
oped, Kellerman told the agents 
these pictures "could be made avail- 
able to the FBI upon requist,’* an 
offer repeated by the Secret Service 
three days later, when the material 



was reported to be in the custody of 
Eo'bert Bouck of the lYotectlve Re^ 
search Section. 

The autopsy was performed by 
Commander Humes, the hoapital*s 
chief pathologist, assisted by Com- 
mander J. Thornton BosweU, of the 
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Betihesda staffs and Lteutenaot Col- 
ontl Plem A, Finck, chief of the 
wound^hallisUc^ branch of the 
Armed Forces Institute of lithol- 
ogy, The first inosion was made at 
€:I& p.m., and the autopsy pro- 
ceeded foraliUiOst three houcs^ **I!hir- 
ing the latter stages of this autopsy,** 
according to Sibert and 0*Neill, **Dr. 
Humes located an opening wbl<^ 
appeared to be a bullet hole, which 
was below the shoulders and two 
inches to the right of the middle line 
of the spinal column. This opening 
was probed by Dr. Humes with the 
rmger, at which time it was deter- 
mined that the trajectory of the mis- 
sLe entering at this point bad entered 
at a downward positioaoffarty-five 
to M^ty degrees. Further probing 
determined that the distance trav- 
eled by this missile was a short dis- 
tance, tnasmudi as the end of the 
opening could be felt with the finger. 
Inasmuch as no complete bullet of 
any si^e could be located in the brain 
area, and Ulcewise no bidiet could be 
located in the hack or any other area 
of the body as determined by total 
body X rays and bspecUon revealing 
there was no point of exit, the indi- 
viduals perforeulng the autopsy were 
at a loss to explain why they could 
find no buUeta,” 

With uncertainty prevailing, one 
of the agents left the room and tele- 
phoned the FBI laboratory, which 
loformed him that the Secret Service 
had turned over a whole bullet found 



dent's, in Parkland Hospital. This 
information was given to Dr, Humes, 
who, according to the agents, "'ad- 
vtsed that in hia opinion that ac- 
counted for no bullet being located 
which had entered the back re^on 
and that ^ce external cardiac mas- 
sage had been performed at Parkland 
Hospital, It was entirely possible that 
throu^ such movement the bullet 
had worked its way hack out of the 
point of entry and had fallen on the 
stretcher,'* 

Beyond the opinion attributed 
without qualification to Dt. Humes, 
it is noteworthy that he appeared 
well Informed on the emergency 
measures used at Parkland: The tra- 
cheotomy incision was visible when 
the body was tuiwmppedi and the 
doctor knew—lrom an unspecified 
souice— that external <^dlac mas- 
sage bad been performed, A Secret 
Service man brought a piece of skull 
into the autopsy room. Under Xray 
it showed minute metal particles and 
chipping, indicating this had been 
the point of exit for the bullet which 
entered the President's skull. The 
FBI account continues: *^On the ba- 
sis of the latter two developments. 
Dr. Humes stated the pattern was 
dear^—agaln note the unequivocal 
lanpage of the report— '*that the 
one bullet had entered the Presi- 
dent’s back and had worked Its way 
out of the body during external car- 
diac massage, and that a second Mgh- 
velodty bullet had entered the rear 
of the skull and had fmgmentiaed 



pilot to exit through the top of the 
skuH" 

Three Secret Service agents— Kel- 
krman, WiUlam Greer and William 
O'Leary-Observed the autop^. Kel- 
lennan and Greer had not left the 
President's side In life and In death 
throughout the long day, Kellencait 
later recalled seeing a wound 'fthe 
sbze of a little fiuge^ Just below the 
large nuade between the ftesldent*s 
right shoulder and neck. He testified 
about a brief conversation with one 
of the doctors: . a €oh>ne1 

Einck,.. we were standing right 
alonpide'Of him, he is probing inside 
the shoulder with hU Instrument, 
and I said, ‘Colonel, where did it go?' 
He said, ^ere are no lanes for an 
outlet ^ this entry In this man*s 
shoulder.' ... I said, ^Colonel, 
would It have been possible that 
while he was on the stretcher in Dal- 
las It worked Itself out?'* And he 
said, ‘Yes." ** 

Wien - the autopsy was com* 
pleted, Kellermaa called Secret Ser- 
vice agent Clinton J. Hill for a final 
view of the President's body. HU 
testified that he saw '*an opening in 
the back, about ^ inches l^low the 
neckline to the right-hand side of the 
spinal oDlumn.** (The FBI laboia- 
tory, subsequently inspecting the 
Frc^dent*s jacket and shiit, placed 
the bullet holes ‘‘approximately six 
Inches below the top of the collar 
and two Iriches to the right of the 

middle seam *') When asked why 

he had summoned Hill, Ke Herman 



explained, “More witnesses.*' 

Yet the extra witnesses, when the 
Report was flnaJJly publi^ed, would 
supply testimony about a wound for 
which the commission had no bullet. 
In other words, the offidel version 
indjeated a bullet had entered 
through the base of the Tieck, exiting 
at the throat, and it could not ac- 
count for a bullet wound lower 
down the back, ft is no wonder that a 
weird Conflict arose over what had 
been seen in the examining room at 
Bethesda. It is even more curious 
that the commission did not call 
some of the dozen or more persons 
who were present, including a few 
with special professional compe* 
fence: the President's personal 

physician, the Surgeon General of 
the Navy, the commanding officer of 
the Mescal Center, the commanding 
ofifioer of the U.S. Navy Medical 
School, and the Bethesda Hospital*s 
Chief of Surgery. But befom Sibert 
and O'Neill had even filed their re- 
port (dated November 2G), the au- 
topsy doctors conferred, on Situr» 
day, November 2%, and entirely re- 
versed the findings described in the 
FBI agents' account of the beck 
wound. 

This reversal of the Bethesda au- 
top^ was later attributed to the situ- 
ation in Dallas, When the Fiesident 
was wheeled into the trauma room at 
Parkland, he was lying on hts back. 
Dr. hfalcolm Perry, who testified he 
had treated perhaps 150 to 2D0gun- 
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obserrers? The explandtion may be 
that the path was not "dtsooveired'" 
until the following day^ twelve beauts 
or ffloce after Ebe formal autopsy, 
but not Icmg after the doctors were 
confronted with another wound to 
explain. We may never hnow because 
a fust draft of the autopsy report— 
its contents undisclosed— was de* 
stroyed 

Another of the Bethesda doctors, 
Boswell, bad a curious idea of wbat 
was InapoitanE In the autopsy of a 
President. On a chart showing a fig' 
ure of a man used to symbolize the 
President, Commander Boswell, 
while In the autopsy room, placed a 
dot representing toe back wound 
well below the tight sbouldei. His 
handwritten notes on the margin of 
the chart place the wound in the 
position set forth ht the autopsy re' 
port: fourteen centimeters, or rive 
and one-half inches, ftom the right 
asomlon procKs (the top of toe 
light shoulder Joint), and fourteen 
centimeters below the tip of the 
right mastoid process, the bony 
point behind the ear. What i^ws the 
eye, however, is toe oddly errant 
doL De. Boswell, now retired from 
the Navy and In private practice in 
Maryland, recently explained, ‘This 
was unfortunate. If I had known at 
the time that this sketch would be- 
come public record, I would have 
been mote oueful. It was strictly a 
worksheet* the same as rough work- 
ing notes, . . . The photographs were 
to provide the exact description,” 

The autopsy X rays md photo- 
graphs, it will be recalled, left Be- 
thesda in Kiellerman’^s custody, and 
they were taken to the White House 
early on the momlng of Noi^mbet 
2S. Thereafter they vanished. The 
foUowlDg Mjarch, when the three au- 
topsy doctors testified, the pictures 
were “not available”; instead, Ehe 
doctors used '*schematic drawings ” 
which placed the disputed wound at 
the base of the neck. According to a 
high FBI official, the autopsy pic- 
tures were sequestered by the writ- 
ten order of Attorney General Ken- 
nedy, directing the Secret Servica 
not to release any luformatlon or 
material pertaining to toe autopsy 
without permission— leaving the 

public record incomplete. At the 
eighteenth annual meeting of the 
American Academy of Forensic Sci- 
ences in March, I9b&, panelists dis^ 
cussed the lack of autopsy informa- 
tion In tot Report. Said a forensic 
pathologist: “By standards found in 
most g<^ medicolegal Investigadve 
facilities , , . certain taaentials are 
missing.” Missing was any menhoii 
of findings pertaining to several or- 
gans, Including the ad^nals. If there 
was any truth in the rumor that the 
President suffered from Addison’s 
disease, the autopsy report kept it 
within the family, 

Arlen Specter had begged and 
pleaded for the oOmniweiOH to exam- 
ine toe antop^ photographs, Spe& 
ter, who assumed sole responsibility 
for toe chapter of the Keporf setting 
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toot wounds, noted at a glance a 
small hole in the President’s throat 
which appeared to be a bullet en- 
trance wound. Within a few minutes 
he obliterated the wound by making 
a tracheotomy indslon through It. 
The attention of the doctors was ab- 
sorbed by the maslve head wound, 
and they worked frantically over 
their patient until he was obviously 
dead. The President was never 
turned over, (“No one had toe 
heart,*' a doctor retailed.) The Park- 
land doctors thus were unaware of 
the wound that was later Identified 
at Bethesda. 

Early on Saturday morning Com* 
nmnder Humes telephoned Dr. Per- 
ry. Humes learned of the bullet 
wound where the tracheotomy had 
been performed. He also learned that 
the wound appeared to be one of 
entry ^ which upset the “pattern” of 
toe previous night's autopsy. 

The world press was quotiug the 
Parkland doctois, induding Dr. Per- 
ry, as saying the President had been 
toot from In front, Combined with 
eyewitness accounts saying Ehe toots 
had come from the passy kno^l or 
toe triple underpass, this seemed 
strong evidence of a second assas- 
sin— and only one, Oswald, had been 
caughL 

After talking with Dr, Perry and 
his colleagues, Dcs, Finck and Bos- 
well, Dr. Humes prepared a hand- 
written draft of the autopsy report, 
one in which he now had to account 
for another bullet wound. His sub- 
stantial editing of the draft reflects 
toe atmosphere of high uncertainty 
in which he wrote. In describing th# 
critical wound in the hack, he orig- 
inally wrote, ‘The second wound of 

entry *’ Then he inserted above 

toe word “entry” Ehe qualifying 
Word “presumably,” and repeated 
the amendmeut throughout the 
draft. 

More important, Dr. Humes de- 
cided the buUet entering froio the 
rear had not penetrated a Tiuger 
length, but had passed through the 
President’s neck, exiting below his 
Adam's apple, at the point of the 
tracheotomy incision. He fixed the 
point of entry at the base of the back 
of the neck, above the point of emt, 
thus tracing a downward course con- 
sistent with a shot fired from the 
Book Depository. He connected the 
wounds of entry and exit by refer- 
ence to contusions on the strap mus- 
cles in the neck and Ehe extreme 
upper lobe of the right lung, which, 
he tests Hed, were photographed. 

The Wairen ileporf is very defi- 
nite about this bullet's path beli^ 
discovered during the autopsy. 
Humes, however, testified: ‘The re* 
port which we have submitted . , , 
represents ourthinklng within twen- 
ty-four to forty-eight hours of the 
death of the Ftesident, all frets taken 
Into account of toe situation.” How 
h^ Sibert, Q'Nailt and tCellerman 
missed the discovery of the bullet's 
path? And why hadn't the doctors 
called it to toe attenti on of their lay 
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forth the basic f8cU of the asa^na- 
Uon, roeofQiEed the iifipgrtaoce of 
this pbotopaphio evideti{£» partidu- 
lariy io ™w of the conflicting oye- 
witness testLmGny and the troubling 
dlscFtpuncy between the FBI and 
ofTicial autopsy ipports. His plea was 
made to General Coti nseL J. Lee Ran- 
kin, the interinediacy between the 
commlssiorieTS and the staff, who at 
length infomied Speetei that the 
commission had decided not to 
^*pres3^‘ for the photographs. At 
once eery junior and ambltlouSp 
Specter could not press the eminent 
lawyers on the commissLon too hard. 
But be reentiTBd hi* pka, and when 
he was again refused, ho was report- 
edly on the verge of tears, “1 belk've 
that Robert Kennedy had the final 
authority over the pictures^" Specter 
DOW saySj ‘“aod the Chief Justice was 
truly soUcitoua of the family's feeJ- 
ing$.'* 

h^ore of the missing X ray* and 
photographs came to light in Octo- 
ber but too late to undo the 
effects of their suppression. The 
Department of Justice ended the 
mystery by disclosing Diat the ma* 
terial had l^en given to the Archive; 
by the Kennedy eamily, under U^t 
controls that would cootioue 
throughout the lifetiines of the late 
President’s immediate fiamily. Feder- 
al law-enforcemeRt offl.cials may see 
the material at oncej scholars and 
Independent researchers will require 
family approval for at least five 
years. What was not dlsdosed was 
where the pictures had been. Ac- 
cording to an official of the Treasury 
Department the Secret Sendee did 
not turn overthe autopsy material to 
the farmJy until Apiil 26* 1965, 
Hence, at the time when the picture; 
might have proved enormously use- 
ftil, they were stHI in govorament 
hands^ and therefore within the 
reach of the Warren Commission if it 
had pressed the matter urgently. 

In August 1372 the govemment 
permitted the autopsy photographs, 
and X rays to be Insp^ed by an 
Independent specially, Dr. Cyril 
Wecht* Dt. We^t is the coroner of 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania (in- 
cluding Httsburgh};, director of Du- 
quesne Dniversity’s Enstltute of Fo- 
rensic Sdences, past president of the 
American Academy of Forensic Sci- 
ence; and the Ameiican College of 
Legal Medicine, and I; widely re- 
gsrded as one of the country'is lead- 
ing pathologists. In collal^ration 
with another private researcher, 
Robert Smith, Wecht presented the 
results of his Inspecdop of the au- 
tof^ materials In the September 
1973 JFtoncrtsfc Science C^tte as 
follows: 

The Warren Commistion's “sin- 
gle-bullet theory” U untenable and 
the Commission's condosiDn that 
there was only one assassin cannot 
be reconciled with available evi- 
dence. Medical and photographic 
data, iocludlng measurement of 
wound angles and calculations of 
bullet traj^tori^, strongly suggest 
that there were two rifles used. The 



Indicated locations are in the same 
building concluded by the Warren 
Commission to be the site of a lone 
assassin, but at points farther west b 
this building and on two different 
floors. 

Wecht did not succeed in gaining 
ixxs^ to all of the autopsy materials 
preserved by the Bethesda surgeons, 
because some of these Items are sim- 
ply missing. According to Admiral 
George Burkley, all materials were 
turned over to the National At, 
chives; according to the National 
Archives, some items were never re- 
ceived. To many observen, this dis- 
.crepancy Is even more dlsturblRg 
than the dissenting professional 
opinion of Dy. Wecht. 

The mysteries left unresolved b 
the Warren JZeport are chiefly the 
result of the failure to ask obvious 
questions during the investigation. 
The single-bullet theory was left in 
Umbo, never completely accepted or 
rejected, because the commission 
di^llned to confront the disturbing 
pcjssibility that the strong 
apinst Oswald might not be the only 
explanation. The critics who allep a 
cover-up of the ‘"true facts” by the 
Warren Commls^on can as easily ar- 
gue their case on the basis of the 
qppciamrtce of concealment as they 
can on the ground of actual conspir- 
acy, The commission, all too often, 
permitted such an appearance to 
exist unnecessarily, The autopsy 
documeutatiou"or the tack of it— 
can be used to raise suspicion; of a 
gipntic cover-up. 

The evidence against Oswald re- 
mains as "hard” as it was when 
Ruby’s bullet killed him. Every piece 
of ^*sofl'* evidence tends to support 
the possibility of a second assassin. 
Why not, then, face b that direction 
and weigh every shred of evidence, 
old or new? The appropriate forum 
for such an airing of dissentbg views 
might be a special joint committee of 
Congress, or perhaps a “citiaens' 
panel” of Independent bvestigators, 
with unlimited access to official reo- 
ords, to be appointed by the Presi- 
dent without concern over how long 
it sat and when it issued a report. 

The alternative Is to remain im- 
prisoned by the Wemn Report 
which was an bterim account In- 
tended to meet an Immediate iieed. 
The enduring need is not ouly for the 
truth but for a determination of the 
truth b a manner that commaiifb 
the respect of reasonable men. The 
cruel loss America suffered on No- 
vember 22, 1,%3 has been shameful- 
ly compounded ever since by the 
timidity of official fact-finding and 
the excesses of irrational conspiiacy- 
mongering. To John F. Kennedy the 
sanity of the nation was as precious 
as its honor. The nation^* honor will 
not be entirely secure until reason 
addresses the many unanswered 
question; of the assassination. H 



The Olusion that times that were 
are better than those that are, 
has probably pervaded all ages. 

-Horace Greeley 
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P«iH>iiatin« L» Hamy Oswald dm- 
Log tihe weeks prior to the assasstna' 
tk>D dellbeitately created a trail of 
e^dcBce to list Oswald to toe criiiw* 

Whiteuxxik £, jDT, JVby Hajcold 
Wel^ig (pubHsbed by add available 
from the author, Route Frederick, 
Bitaryladd 21701)* One of the most 
dodged and tireless of the assasstoa^ 
tion lesearcheis, Welsbeig has waged 
a toP^year battle with the federal 
govemmedt for release of toe impiih« 
litoed dDcnments of the Wazreu 
Conunis^on. A fiercely JadlTidual- 
istk man with a quirky and often 
dlMcuJt style of wilting, be ha$ 
found it decessaay to pimt privately 
much of his own work. Unfortunate- 

his self-published books are large- 
ly ^nored by revfeweia, the news 
media, and some students of the as- 
sassination. Nonetheless, the four 
volumes contain some of 
the most valuable source mateiiaJs 
and patpstalring ualysis of toe docu- 
mental evidence in the case. 
Defenders of The Warren Report: 

Nouentoer 22, 1$$$: You Are the 
Jury by David W, Belin (Quadxangle, 
197S)* The author is a former mem- 
ber of the Warren Commission's staff 
who has assumed the role of militant 
apologist for 7^ Wmren i^eport 
You Are the Jury reaffirms the Re- 
port's coneLusions, quoting at length 
from toe Report and selected por- 
tions of the published testimony. 
Regarding his book, Belin recently 
wrote: ''Unfortunately the Warren 
Commission Report did not go into 
toe heart of the testituony of toe key 
witnesses, and that Is why I under- 
took to write n^ book so that peo- 
ple who really wanted.to take toe 
time to Qnd out toe truth could go to 
the heart of the evidence without 
laboring through the entire twenty- 
six volumes of the Warren CommiS' 
sjon material.” 

Portrait of the Assassin by Gerald 
E. Ford iUid John. R. Stiles (Simon & 
Schuster, 1RS5), In 1963 Gerald 
Ford, then a member of the House of 
Representatires, was appointed to 
the seven-member Warren Commis- 
sdon. Portrtiit of the Assassin ap- 
peared shortly after the release of 
The Warren Report ^ but well before 
Dontrovei^y over the Report had 
become widespread. Thus Portrait is 
kss a defense of the official theory 
toan a supplement to it. Using por- 
tions of the testimony of witnesses 
who knew Lee Harvey Oswald, Ford 
and Stiles try to develop a profile of 
Oswald's pe^nahty which encom- 
passes a motive for hla presumed ac- 
tions. One of the more notable fea- 
ture of the book was its revelatlbn 
of ^viously dassEfied Warren CJom- 
mission discusstons of evidence that 
Oswald had been an FBI informer. 

The Assassirnttort of John F. 
f^nnedy: The Reasons Why by Al- 
bert H. Newman (Clarksoii N, Pot* 
ter, 1970). Like Ford and Stiles, 



Newman attempts a psycfaologfctd 
postmortem of Lee Havey Oswald, 
to explain why Oswald wanted to 
ass»sinate Freaident Kennedy. New- 
man's argument Is based on a lengthy 
analysis of Oswald's diaries, assod*- 
atea, and news iteios that Oswald 
may have read. 

The Advanced Course: Gotngdeepez 
into the subject 

The Flight of CE 399; Tm 
FUghtpaths; Crossfire by Robert B. 
Cutler (Mimr Press; 1960, 1071, 
1976, respectively; available from 
Cutler Deigns, 1465, Man- 
chester, Massachusetts 01944). Cut- 
ler Is an architect who has made a 



detailed study of toe geomefry of 
the ^sBs^natlon, i.e., trajectory an- 
gles In relation to the available med- 
ical and photographic evidence and 
the physical layout of toe assasana- 
tion scene. 

JFK Amssimdon File by Jesse 
Cuny (American Poster and Printing 
Company, Dallas, Texas, 1969), Cur- 
ry was Chief of toe Dalits Police 
Apartment at the thne of the assas- 
sination. His book contains mme 
official DaOas police records not 
published elsewhere. While Curry is 
not an ardent dissenter, he admits 
that he feels some doubts about the 
Warren Commission's evidence that 



Osweid was the aasa^im 

Fargioe My Grief I, JT, iZZ" &JV by 
Penn Jones [available from the an- 
thor. Box 1140, Midlothian, Texas 
76065)* Jon« is the award-winning 
former editor of theMniiofhiaRMi^ 
nor with a Jong record of «»ijrageous 
joiunalism. He was the first to point 
out toat many of the materia] wit- 
nesses Involved in the case were dy- 
ing before their time, often in suspi- 
cious drcumstances or as the dear 
result of foul play. 

A CiUsen's Dissent by Mark Inne 
(Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1963). 
Fart personal memoir, this book re* 
counts the author's experiences as 
the earliest and best known critic of 
Tfte Wbjren Report. Dissent also car- 
ries forward some of the arguments 
Lane offered in Rush fa Judgment 
Assasshiition Bibliographies: 

SelectUte BihUogrsphy on Assas- 
sination by Bernard Fenstexwald et 
al. (Committee to Investigate Assas- 
sinations, 927 ISth Street, N.W., 
Washin^n, D.C, 2000 5; 1069) . 

A Bibiiography of UUrature Re- 
lating to Ok Assassination of Presi- 
dent John F. Jtejineely by Willkm C. 
Thompson (W.C* Thompson & ^n, 
731 Riverside Drive^ San Antonio, 
Texas 78323; revised 1971), 

The Assiosination of John Fits- 
genUd Kennedy: An Aimotsted Bib- 
lio^pky by David R. Wrone (StaU 
Historical Socie^ of Wisconsin, 816 
State Street, Madison, Wisconsin 
53706; 197 3)* 

Ctonpitf Worfair-Two new books on 
the assassination of President Ken- 
nedy have been published in 1975, 

The Assassination Tapes: An 
Electronic Probe Into the Murder of 
John F. Kennedy and the Dallas Cov- 
erup by George OTooie (Penthouse 
Ltd., 1975), Reviewed in the 
May/June issue of Ibe Saturday 
EoeningPost. 

Presumed Guilty: Lee Barmy 
Oswald in the Assassmation of Presi- 
dent Kennedy by Howmd Roffinan 
(Falrieigh Dickinson University 
Press, 1975)* Now a Law student in 
his early twenties, Roffman took up 
his study of the assassination while 
in high school. His book Is meticu- 
lously written and docamented and 
is one of the most thorough step-by- 
step critiques of the official case that 
Lee Harvey Oswald was toe assassin 
of Fresident Kennedy* Although 
most of bis material ts derived from 
the officiai record and hence familiar 
to serious students of toe assassina- 
tion, Roffrnan his contributed sev- 
eral valuable new Insights into the 
meaning of toat evidence, especially 
in the baillstics and medical areas, 
The author iimi^ Ms book to the 
question of Oswald's alleged guilt in 
the ^sasslnation, and does not ad- 
dress ralatod areas such as the mur- 
der of Dallas police officer J.D. Tip- 
pit* But wbat he has done has. been 
done extraordinarily well. S 



PI Where Do'TbuTbiiikTbu Bret 

East or West* North or South, eadi of the diattoctive areas above 
g appears on toe road lOsp of a tingle state. In terms of routes, 

^ parks, mountains and memodals, there is, as the saying goes, **no 
^ place like it.” Can you Identify the states? If you or a friend find 
the game too ca^ (but you won't) add the requirement that you 
place the area north, south, east, west, or central in the desl^at- 
ed state* 

(Amwm on Pegs I IS} 




